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May 15, 2018 
 
 
Sheriff-Coroner Sandra Hutchens 
Orange County Sheriff’s Department 
550 N. Flower Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92703 
 
  
Re: Custodial Death on July 3, 2017 

           Death of Inmate Danny Viet Pham 
 District Attorney Investigations Case # SA 17-018  
 Orange County Sheriff’s Department Case # 17-025790 
 Orange County Crime Laboratory Case # 17-51799 
 Orange County Coroner's Office Case # 17-03052-EK 

 
Dear Sheriff Hutchens: 
  
Please accept this letter regarding the Orange County District Attorney’s (OCDA) Office’s 
investigation and legal conclusions in connection with the above-listed custodial incident involving 
the death of inmate Danny Viet Pham.  Based upon a review of all the evidence provided to and 
obtained by the OCDA, and pursuant to applicable legal principles, it is our legal opinion that currently 
the evidence does not prove beyond a reasonable doubt that any employee of the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department is criminally culpable for the death of inmate Pham.  Please note that our office 
concluded that Marvin Magallanes, a fellow inmate of Mr. Pham, is criminally culpable for the death 
of Mr. Pham.  The OCDA is proceeding with prosecuting inmate Marvin Magallanes for the death of 
Mr. Pham.  Consistent with OCDA policy, and since there is currently a pending criminal case in 
connection with this incident, the OCDA will not release the more detailed letter regarding this 
incident until after the criminal case is resolved. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Ebrahim Baytieh 
Senior Assistant District Attorney 
Felony Operations II 
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